ELECTRICAL BLOG

Live Work

Electricity can kill!  Few people would dispute that.  Electricity is dangerous especially because it is invisible. Indeed, live work is a major factor contributing to electrical accidents, especially fatal cases.  What does the term “live work” mean?  It is generally defined as electrical work on or near any live conductor. This is anywhere a worker is exposed to energised conductors, terminals, busbars or contacts.
In Hong Kong, live work is not banned by the law.  Nevertheless, the Electrical and Mechanical Services Department (EMSD) and the Labour Department have issued relevant guidelines for trade members to follow with a view to ensuring electrical work safety. 
In the 2009 Edition of the Code of Practice for the Electricity (Wiring) Regulations (CoP) published by EMSD, live work should not be carried out unless: 1) It is necessary in the interests of safety; or 2) Supply of electricity is essential for proper electrical measurement; or 3) There is no reasonable alternative to perform the electrical work by live work; or 4) It is justified and approved by registered electrical worker (REW), registered electrical contractor (REC) and owner of the installation.
Where live work is really unavoidable, a series of precautions should be taken.  Some of the new requirements include: Live work should be done only by REWs who are competent by virtue of knowledge and training; 2) Prior risk assessment should be carried out by the REC, REW or safety officer; and 3) Duration and extent of the live work should be minimized.
Apart from the CoP, the Labour Department’s Guidance Notes on Safety at Work for Maintenance of Low Voltage Electrical Switchgears and Guidance Notes for the Safe Isolation of Electricity Source at Work are also useful references for trade practitioners in this respect.
The Electrical Blog is contributed by the Electrical Division.  If you would like to know more about this topic, please contact the Division Hon Secretary, at 'albertto@jrpl.com
