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	During the Session in review, the Environmental (ENV) Discipline Panel has made great inroads into the recognition of MHKIE(ENV). After rounds of meetings and lobbying, the Government issued a Technical Circular promulgating environmental management on construction sites in January 2006, under which contractors would have to employ suitably qualified site personnel including both engineers qualified with MHKIE(ENV) and Associate Members to take care of environmental issues. Major corporations and public utilities would also be approached for recognising MHKIE(ENV) as an employment condition. Another challenge during the year was to strive for the government's recognition of MHKIE(ENV) as having equal standing as other disciplines. The Institution is currently pursuing these goals through dialogues with senior officials of the Government.

On the wider use of R.P.E.(ENV), we met with the Government to explore the feasibility of specifying R.P.E.(ENV) in environmental legislation. We will further review this issue in the coming Session. In scrutinising a proposal on the admission of non-accredited degree holders with long years of relevant experience, we stressed the importance of having a clear definition of "Engineer" while not losing the flexibility of catering for very experienced professional engineers with non-traditional formation. In this Session, we processed six applications for professional assessment with five members admitted to the Discipline. We also considered a number of mismatch cases and degree programmes accreditation and re-accreditation. To further expand our membership, we are actively seeking suitably qualified applicants to join the Environmental Discipline.


