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Executive Summary 

 

The Annual Forum of the HKIE-Environmental Division was held on 17 April 2015 at Hong Kong 

Exhibition and Convention Center with the leadership of the Chairman of the Organizing Committee Ir 

Elvis AU, and the Chairlady of the HKIE-Environmental Division, Ir Professor Irene LO.  

 

Increasing world population, sustainability challenges and changing styles call for a radical improvement 

of resource efficiency, environmental quality and energy sustainability. Under such momentum, the global 

size of environmental industry and its workforce may grow by 60 to 100% over the coming decade. 

Regionally, the environmental industry will become a new pillar of economic growth with the coming 13
th
 

five years plan (2016-2020) and a major new environmental law promulgated in Mainland China. China is 

now a world leader in green technology investments, and thereby constitutes one of the fast growing and 

important regional markets for Hong Kong on environmental technologies and related services. However, 

positioning Hong Kong to fully seize such opportunity presents great challenges and requires joint actions, 

commitment and investments from all stakeholders.  

 

By providing a platform of discussion and valuable sharing of experiences and expertise among various 

stakeholders including local and oversea professionals, experts, academics, research institutions, 

businesses and policy makers, the Annual Forum 2015 aimed at exploring potential future axes for 

boosting the breakthroughs of Hong Kong environmental industry in the current regional context of large 

market opportunities. The Forum noticed significant efforts invested by local stakeholders to stimulate the 

growth of environmental market in Hong Kong for the development of the industry. Nonetheless, the 

breakthroughs of the environmental industry require adopting appropriate new strategies.  

 

Based on a proper consolidation of on-going achievements, the stakeholders, in new partnerships with 

diverse educational and research institutes (both local and oversea institutes), could emphasize to direct 

the growth and development of the environmental industry with promising waves such as sustainable 

circular economy, ñSmart Cityò models and green built environment for long term economically 

successful innovations. 

 

The transition towards sustainable circular economy requires a potential study with experimentation and 

observatory to highlight the large socio-economic and environmental benefits (in terms of resource saving 

and recovery, energy cleaning and efficiency, local market growth, profit earning, job creating, 

technology development, businesses expansion etc.), and a long term policy to define future paths. A long 




