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President’s Report
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engineering profession was acknowledged for its
contribution to society when Financial Secretary
Mr John Tsang credited flood prevention measures, especially
the three newly completed stormwater drainage tunnels, for
significantly mitigating the black rainstorm events in March 2014.

One of them, the Hong Kong West Drainage Tunnel, was voted
one of the Hong Kong People Engineering Wonders in the 21st
Century, one of the Engineering Week events organised in 2013
to promote engineering to the public. During Session 2013/2014,
we have built on the momentum and goodwill established at
Engineering Week by introducing the HKIE Hi-Tech Fiesta 2014.
Held at the Kowloonbay International Trade & Exhibition Centre
in June, it was a fun and interactive event that included game
booths, competitions, guided tours and an exhibition of the latest
technological developments in different engineering disciplines,
in line with the theme of my presidency, “High Gear for New
Technology, a Mindset for Change”. Our deployment of new
technologies to appeal to a wider public also won recognition
when the HKIE was presented with the Gold Award of the Web
Accessibility Recognition Scheme jointly organised by the Office
of the Government Chief Information Officer and the Equal
Opportunities Commission.

Among our members, efforts to promote this theme included a
sharing session with Mr Shan Jixiang, curator and director of the

Palace Museum in Beijing, which was jointly organised by the
HKIE and the Hong Kong Institute of Architects in September
2018. During that month the Institution also co-organised, along
with the Shanghai Association for Science and Technology,
the Shanghai and Hong Kong Symposium on Science and
Technology in Shanghai. | am grateful to the Divisions for also
organising seminars and conferences with an emphasis on new
technologies, to tie in with the theme of my presidency.

“Mindset change” was promoted through official events as well
as in more indirect ways. The highlights were two unconventional
workshops which were conducted in May, one in complete
darkness and the other in complete silence, as a way to
encourage participants to explore their creativity and potential.
We are also increasingly reaching out to the public in more
diverse ways. Apart from the Fiesta, the book (#}gE:4
LARRIL A —578 T2 2R 1309 ) was published in September
20183 and two new promotional videos, entitled “Perfect Living,
All'in Engineering” and “My Dream — Professionalism/Aspiration/
Future” respectively, were produced by the young and aspiring
leaders of the President’s Protégés Club. Effective presentation
is as important as engineering knowledge, for which reason
an image consultant was invited to conduct a workshop on
professional image building, business etiquette and social
manners in November 2013.
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A HKIE-EF Joint Forum on Consultation Document on the Methods for
Selecting the Chief Executive in 2017 and for Forming the Legislative
Council in 2016

A The 38th Annual General Meeting of the Institution



Maintaining ties with the global engineering family is important if
we are to keep ourselves up to date with the latest technologies
and engineering approaches. In October last year | led a visit
to the UK, where | briefed those at the Presidential Reception
on the establishment of the Energy Discipline and the imminent
establishment of the Logistics & Transportation Division in the
next Session, among other HKIE activities. | also visited the
Australian Chapter in March 2014 and led two delegations to the
Mainland, to Xiamen for the International Conference on Electrical
Engineering last July and to Ningbo for the 2013 Mainland
and Hong Kong Construction Industry Forum last October. An
executive visit to Beijing was also organised in November 2013,
which afforded us an opportunity to strengthen co-operation
with the China Association for Science & Technology (CAST) and
learn more about railway development and gas engineering on
the Mainland.

On the subject of maintaining our global ties, | must congratulate
our Past President, Ir Dr Alex S K Chan, on his election as Deputy
Chair of the International Professional Engineers Agreement
(IPEA) at the International Engineering Alliance (IEA) Meetings
2018 in South Korea in June. This is a recognition of the
Institution’s international status as well as the active role it plays in
the international engineering arena.

Our qualifying functions made great strides during the year
with Washington Accord signatories confirming recognition of
engineering degree programmes at the University of Macau that
we accredited in 2012. This out-of-jurisdiction accreditation is
the first to be considered as meeting the Washington Accord
standards. Following a review and revision of the accreditation
criteria for engineering degree as well as higher diploma and
equivalent programmes, a working group was established to do
the same for computer science programmes. The revised criteria
are designed to meet the requirements of the Seoul Accord and
be in line with global trends towards outcome-based learning,
teaching and accreditation as well as the structure of the new
“3-3-4” education system. The working group has worked hard,
revising the criteria, submitting them for the approval of the
Accreditation Committee for Computer Science Programmes
and preparing all the necessary documents.

There was also progress in our move towards competence-based
assessment following the Council’s approval of the document
“Competence Standard for Professional Engineers (including
Competences and Performance Indicators) and Professional
Assessment Report (Competence Assessment)”. The next
step will be pilot training for nominated assessors. The Building
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Services and Civil Discipline Advisory Panels have both agreed
to conduct the pilot test, briefing and training as well as collect
feedback for review and analysis so that the system can be fine-
tuned before being rolled out.

The HKIE has always been committed to continuous development,
not only for its members, but also for itself. As a consequence the
number of engineering disciplines represented by the Institution
has grown along with the number of members, which now stands
at 31,200. Not surprisingly, this healthy growth has generated
demand for more space to accommodate an increasing number
of events and activities. Since 2010, we have actively reviewed
the situation and a dedicated task force, of which | am the
Chairman, was formed to review the Institution’s accommodation
needs. | am pleased to report that the search for new premises
has come to a pleasing conclusion with the purchase of an
additional property at our existing address, Island Beverley. This
will add a gross floor area of 4,717 sq ft to our Headquarters,
significantly enhancing our ability to accommodate a variety of
functions under the same roof. A Special Group on Fund Raising
for Institution’s Accommodation has been set up to raise funds
for the purchase with a view towards reducing the mortgage loan
and impact on membership subscription.

Finally, | am pleased to report the introduction of a new scholarship
for budding engineers. The HKIE Young Engineers Arthur &
Louise May Memorial Scholarship was launched to support
young engineers under 35 to pursue higher degrees abroad, for
the benefit of the profession as well as the community at large.
The inaugural cycle received an enthusiastic response and four
young members were awarded HK$600,000 in total to further
their studies.

This year HKIE celebrates the award of the 10 Year Plus Caring
Organisation Logo by the Hong Kong Council of Social Service.
The welfare of our members, staff and society at large has always
been our priority. The logo is a recognition of our efforts to be a
model organisation. It is also recognition for the efforts of every
member who has contributed to the development of the Institution
and the dedication of our hardworking Secretariat. Thank you to
all of you.

Ir Raymond CHAN Kin Sek
President

A Discover Aviation Careers 2014

A Workshop on Professional Image Building, Business Etiquette and
Social Manners
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