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V\/ have had a busy but inspiring year in which a host of
e events both old and new were organised around the
theme of my presidency, “Engineering Our Future with Innovation
and Excellence”.

In our strive towards engineering excellence, the HKIE achieved
two milestones in its qualifying functions this year, namely the
organisation of the first accreditation visit outside Hong Kong,
to accredit the University of Macau’s engineering and computing
undergraduate programmes; and the accreditation of the first
Scheme “A” company on the Mainland, in Chengdu.

We are expanding our Mainland presence as 50 members of
our Structural Discipline passed the Legal and Regulation Test in
Guangdong Province, making them eligible to register for practice
and establish engineering firms under the CEPA arrangement.

In line with worldwide trends, we have also made substantial
progress in our move towards competence-based assessment,
which will be implemented in four phases. Phase |, consisting of
the development of a general framework for competence-based
assessment and the use of International English Language Testing
System (IELTS) and technical write up as an alternative to essay
writing for English, has already been completed. The Working
Group on the Implementation of Competence-Based Approach
in Assessment of Experience and Professional Competence is in
the process of developing Phase II, which will focus on the level of
IELTS to be adopted as the benchmark. My thanks to members
of the working group for their hard work.

During the year we were invited by the Development Bureau
to express our views on the Qianhai project, related to the
development of the “Hong Kong Modern Service Industry
Co-operation Zone of Shenzhen”. Given the many opportunities
offered by this mega project to the engineering profession, we
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were most pleased to provide our input. We also look forward to
facilitating the qualification recognition and professional practices
of our members in the Mainland, especially with regard to this
major project. Pursuant to our interest, our Senior Vice President
and Vice Presidents met with delegates from Qianhai and also
attended a number of workshops to gain a better understanding
of this project.

Our learned society function plays an important role in our drive
for engineering excellence. Two events of note this year were the
HKIE ICT Conference: Technologies for a Smart City and the 10th
Cross Strait Two Coasts and Four Places Engineers (Hong Kong)
Forum. In addition, we introduced the Distinguished Lectures
series as part of the Engineering Week 2013. The two lectures,
“Shaping the Urban World - Now, New, Next” by Ir Dr Andrew
K C Chan and “Energy: the Facts and the Actions Needed” by
Prof Timothy W Tong, were enthusiastically received.

To drive innovation, we launched the Innovation Award for the
Engineering Industry 2012/20183. It was one of the most high-profile
events of the year and was established to drive innovation within
Hong Kong’s engineering community, encourage technological
development and enhance co-operation among stakeholders,
which include industry professionals, the Government and the
Institution.

The Award was divided into three categories, namely the
Construction, Industrial and Technology. | am pleased to report
that the high-quality entries received reflects the spirit of innovation
among our engineers. | hope the subsequent exhibitions and
publicity of the winning projects at various platforms would
draw the public’s attention to our profession’s contribution to
the community and also attract the interest of young people
considering a career in engineering.

The Innovation Award was organised as part of the Engineering
Week 2013, which also featured an initiative by the Young
Members Committee and Student Chapters. Our young members
co-organised the HKIE Joint Institutes Innovation Competition
specifically to raise awareness of the link between innovation
and improvement in our social well-being. It was an excellent
way to engage our student members and provided them with an
opportunity to collaborate and think about social issues together
with the role that engineers can play in our society.

The HKIE InnoCamp 2013 was held in January 2013 in Shenzhen
to gauge our members’ views on ways to enhance the image and
visibility of the Institution and the profession in the community as
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well as to chart strategies for the future. The camp was attended
by more than 65 members from the Council, Executive, Standing
Committees, Division Committees and Discipline Advisory Panels
as well as the President’s Protégés. The ideas and suggestions
of participants were consolidated and will be used to help the
Institution formulate the relevant strategies in the future.

QOur drive for innovation and engineering excellence is motivated
by our wish to contribute to society. By tapping our members’
professional knowledge, the HKIE has been able to fulfil that wish
by advising the Government on a wide range of issues affecting
Hong Kong. Among the submissions we made were our views
regarding the 2013 Policy Address, formulation of the 2013-14
Budget, and Environmentally Friendly Linkage System for Kowloon
East. We also expressed our views on various professional issues,
such as development of monitoring and management framework
on fire engineering approach for the adaptive re-use of historical
buildings and the development of the North East New Territories
New Development Areas.

Various channels were provided for our members to raise
guestions on issues of concern, such as the election forums which
were organised ahead of the Legislative Council Elections of the
Engineering and Information Technology Functional Constituency
representatives. The forums were attended by many members
who were eager to share their views. Also, a forum jointly
organised with other professional institutions was also held to
gather the industry’s view on the 2013 Policy Address.

In October 2012, an Executive Visit to Beijing was organised to
strengthen our relationship with our Mainland counterparts and
enhance information exchange. We visited the China Instrument &
Control Society, China Association for Science & Technology
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and Beijing Association for Science & Technology. In addition,
we visited Beijing HollySys Co Ltd, China Academy of Space
Technology and Parkview Green FangCaoDi, the first structure in
Beijing to be designed for sustainability.

In December 2012, | led a delegation of 25 members that
included the Senior Vice President, Vice President, Council
Members, Committee Members of the Divisions and Committees
and the President’s Protégés to Shanghai to take part in the “State
Affairs Study Class for The Hong Kong Institution of Engineers”
(CO12FFB T2 B B ), which was held at the China
Executive Leadership Academy Pudong. Renowned academics
gave us lectures on a variety of topics, including traditional
culture and modernisation, the third Industrial Revolution and
new industrial developments, one country two systems and the
Basic Law, Shanghai’s infrastructure and transportation, smart
city development and the economic and social transformation of
modern China.

This busy but inspiring year would not have been the success
it has been without the dedication of the many members who
volunteered their time and offered their valuable support at every
turn and the Secretariat staff. | would therefore like to take this
opportunity to express my gratitude to all of them, for making
such an eventful year for Hong Kong’s engineering community.

Ir Prof CHOY Kin Kuen
President

® The HKIE InnoCamp 2013
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