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Secretary’s Report 2009/2010

When the Engineering Society of Hong Kong from which the
HKIE evolved was set up in 1947, there were only a few hundred
members. Since the Institution came into being in 1972 following the
amalgamation of the Society with the Hong Kong Joint Group of the
Institutions of Civil, Mechanical and Electrical Engineers of London,
however, it has grown steadily and, as at June 2010, is home to more
than 26,000 members.

During Session 2009/2010, we embraced our President’s theme
of sustainability and took steps to grow the Institution further by
developing the membership, expanding involvement in community
work and building on the international linkages established over the
years.

| am pleased to report that the Institution continues to record healthy
growth. The number of membership applications for all classes from
1 July 2009 up to the time of this report is 3,168, of which 1,682
applications were from students studying in tertiary institutions.

Current members continue to benefit from our efforts to enhance the
value of membership. More than 700 young members were able to
take advantage of Scheme “A” training in various Disciplines during
the year while our discussions with the Buildings Department over the
implementation of the Mandatory Building Inspection Scheme (MBIS)
yielded an agreement to recognise Registered Professional Engineers
(R.P.E.s) in the Building Services (Building) and Materials (Building)
Disciplines as eligible to become registered inspectors under the
scheme, in addition to R.P.E.s belonging to the Building Discipline,
Structural Discipline and Civil Discipline.
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Members of the Structural Discipline will also stand to benefit from
the signing on 27 May 2010 of the Supplement VIl of the CEPA
agreement between the HKSAR Government and the Central People’s
Government, under which Hong Kong structural engineers who
have obtained the Mainland’s class 1 registered structural engineer
qualification can now act as partners in construction and engineering
design offices set up in the Mainland, without restrictions on the ratio
of Hong Kong partners to Mainland partners, the ratio of total capital
contributed, or the Hong Kong partners’ period of residence in the
Mainland.

Giving due credit for distinguished service and outstanding
achievement is an important means of strengthening the bond, morale
and status of members. During the Session Prof Xu Kuangdi, President
of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, was elected an Honorary
Fellow and Ir Prof Chan Ching Chuen was presented with the Gold
Medal in recognition of his sustained contribution to engineering,
education and research over five decades. Ir Kenneth Hsu was
presented with the President’s Award in recognition of his dedicated
service to the Institution, and Ir Mandy Leung was presented with
the Young Engineer of the Year Award. Prizes were also given out
under the HKIE Innovation Awards for Young Members sponsored
by the family of the late Ir Kenneth Au-Yeung to promote innovative
engineering solutions.

In 2009 the HKIE Professional Volunteers Service Accreditation
Scheme was launched to encourage our members to contribute
more to the community. We are pleased to report that 19 members
received the HKIE Leadership Bauhinia Award, the highest award in
the scheme, with seven and five receiving the Gold Certificate Award
and Silver Certificate Award respectively.

There was also good news from the Task Force on Fund Raising for
Sichuan Earthquake Recovery set up to support the HKIE Project
Sichuan Trust Fund (Trust Fund) established to provide relief and
assistance for reconstruction work in Sichuan Province. Its fundraising
activities during the year, which included Ir@Show, Engineers’ Charity
Soccer Cup and Walk for Sichuan Walk with Love, raised over
HK$390,000 for the Trust Fund.

To ensure the voice of engineers was heard, the Institution responded
to 26 consultations and nominated 102 members to various Boards
and Committees. Forums were organised to discuss the methods
for selecting the Chief Executive and forming the Legislative Council
in 2012; the air quality objectives review; “Building Design to Foster
a Quality and Sustainable Built Environment”, structural safety in
buildings, the Budget Speech and the Policy Address. Virtual forums
were set up for some of these discussions, to provide a platform for
members to exchange their views and enhance communication. We
also responded to 302 media enquiries on engineering-related issues.

The Task Force on Technology and Innovation continued to organise
press conferences on engineering issues of public interest in this
Session. Press conferences on issues related to energy technology and
certification were held in December 2009 and June 2010 respectively.
Projects presented in the press conferences were highlighted in our
journal and covered by the media.
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A The HKIE Prize Presentation Ceremony

V¥ President and Secretary meet with the HKIE Australian Chapter

On the international front, our status under the Washington Accord
was verified and extended for six years during Session 2009/2010. In
addition, all the computer science degree programmes accredited by
the Institution are now recognised by other signatories of the Seoul
Accord, including Australia, Canada, Chinese Taipei, Japan, Korea, the
UK and the US.

Our Past President, Ir Dr Alex Chan, remained Chairman of the Sydney
Accord for a second term and other members were nominated
to represent the HKIE at the World Federation of Engineering
Organisations and participate in the different Committees’ work.

Various activities were organised by the Divisions and Committees
to tie in with the theme of sustainability and the Institution was happy
to pitch in as well. We signed up to the Carbon Reduction Charter
organised by the Environmental Protection Department (EPD) as
a Carbon Audit Green Partner in 2008 and a team was formed to
establish the carbon footprint of our Headquarters. A carbon audit
report was subsequently prepared with reference to the carbon
audit methodologies detailed in the “Guidelines to Account for and
Report on Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Removals for Buildings
(Commercial, Residential or Institutional Purposes) in Hong Kong, 2008
Edition”, published by EPD and the Electrical & Mechanical Services
Department. A task force was formed to explore ways of reducing
carbon emissions at the HKIE Headquarters, ahead of the introduction
of such measures.
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A Courtesy Visit from the Wan Chai District Council

V¥ The HKIE 35th Annual Dinner

The Institution has invested in efforts to maintain its sustainability and
will continue to do so in the future. As part of this effort a membership
survey was conducted in early February 2010 to gauge members’
views of the Institution’s service provisions. The feedback received will
be taken on board by different Boards and Committees in the coming
years.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank the Council and President
for their guidance and leadership, as well as every member of staff for
their dedication and hard work.

Monica YUEN
Secretary
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