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When | was appointed as the new HKIE
President for Session 2018/2019, the
objective set forth under our yearly theme
was clear: to bring a “New Perspective
New Momentum” ( #TfREF #18)77) to the
Institution. Engineering is evolving fast, and
we need to seek inspiration in new areas
to maintain our growth momentum. This
Session saw the successful introduction

of the Competence-based Professional
Assessment. In force from April 2019, | am
convinced this new system will help ensure
our parity with international development
of assessment for engineers who seek
professional recognition.

The continuing success of the HKIE

also hinges on our ability to not only

entice young engineers to contribute to

the Institution but, more importantly, to
convince young people that engineering can
be their future. We have therefore pursued
a sustainable development strategy built on
outreach and STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) education to
engage with the next generation.

As part of this strategy, we have launched
the HKIE Engineer Cadet Club Programme
to provide support to schools on STEM
education and to promote engineering

to students. Since July 2018, we have
reached more than 1,500 secondary school
students. To arouse students’ interest in
STEM, we have arranged activities such as
industry site visits and school talks that have
been well received by students. We have
also recruited some 80 STEM Buddies from
our young members across engineering
disciplines to support these activities

and interact with students. We have also
trained STEM Buddies to foster their skills
and passion for promoting engineering to
students.

In addition, we have created two sets

of STEM Education Kits for primary and
secondary school students. Comprising
Powerpoint presentations, comics, a STEM
website, workbooks, teaching guides and
other items, these materials are designed
to demonstrate to school students how
engineering impacts their daily lives, and will
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be delivered by our STEM Buddies through
interactive sessions.

Held on 13 April 2019, the HKIE Engineer
Day represented a major public STEM
event in the Session. Co-organised with
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, it
attracted more than 4,000 visiting traffic.
The event was part of the activities of the
HK SciFest 2019 initiated by the Hong
Kong Science Museum. Featuring game
booths, lab demonstrations and lectures, all
activities were designed to promote STEM
education to visitors. To mark the occasion,
we also held a prize presentation ceremony
for two competitions we organised during
the Session: the Smart City Model Design
Competition for primary kids and the STEM
Product Proposal and Design Competition
for secondary students. The quality of

the submissions was high, and we were
impressed by the creative concepts of the
winning entries.

To continue the conversation with school
teachers about STEM education, Vice
President Ir Edwin Chung and | were invited
by the Education Bureau to deliver talks

in July and December 2018 on “STEM
Education: Our Learning Journey” and “The
Role of Engineering in STEM Education”.

The VTC Industry Partner Collaboration
Scheme is another STEM initiative supported

ANCOM = QMTR OTES |77

® The HKIE Engineer Day

by the Institution. Representatives from

our various Divisions were invited to join its
STEM Summer Camp 2018 and share their
career experiences with students keen to
learn more about engineering.

Students are not the only young people we
care about. We felt that more should be
done to engage with young engineers. To
help strengthen this important bond, we
launched the “HKIE Connect: Happy Hour
Gathering for Young Members” initiative in
this Session. Held in July and November
last year and featuring speakers like

artist Joseph Lam and former senior ATV
executives Ip Ka-po and Jeff S T Wong,
these events allowed our young members
to engage with each other in a fun and
relaxed setting while discussing the state of
our profession.

We also worked hard to enhance the
international image and influence of

the Institution. In addition to arranging
presidential visits to HKIE Overseas
Chapters and sister institutions in Canada,
the UK and Australia, | also led delegations
to the China Association for Science and
Technology in Beijing, and other professional
institutions in New Zealand, Taiwan, South
Korea and Turkey. These visits helped
deepen our global relationships as well as
promote the Belt and Road Initiative and the
Greater Bay Area (GBA) development.



® Annual Dinner

We are particularly proud about hosting the
International Engineering Alliance Meetings
and the Seoul Accord General Meeting in
Hong Kong this year, the second time since
2005. It is our pleasure to welcome over
two hundred international delegates from 37
global jurisdictions from 9 - 14 June 2019
to participate in discussions on engineering
qualifications and mobility.

On promoting engineering, we have
strived to better communicate with both
our members and the larger public. Last
June, we held a seminar on “Design and
Construction Challenges of Hong Kong-
Zhuhai-Macao Bridge (HZMB)”, with the
support of the Highways Department
(HD) of the HKSAR Government. The
event attracted more than 250 delegates.
Following the seminar, we co-organised
“Discovering HZMB” with HD, a roving
exhibition displayed at a number of public
venues throughout Hong Kong.

We continued to provide a platform for our
members to gain an in-depth understanding
on ongoing debates and exchange views
on hot topics via discussion forums. A
notable forum was the HKIE Forum on
Lantau Tomorrow Vision, held in January
2019 to which we invited government
officials to discuss the opportunities

and challenges of this important mega-
project with interested members. We also
set up the Ad Hoc Working Group for
Lantau Tomorrow Vision under the Public
Service Committee to study and provide
expert opinions on relevant matters on

a timely basis. Furthermore, in seeking
deeper engagement with the public and
the government, we sent 17 submissions
to various public bodies on issues such

as waste management, land policy and
construction site safety.

To address the seminal changes occurring
along the Belt and Road, we launched a
series of talks about the countries of the
Belt and Road Region. Our members had
the opportunity to discuss about Belt and
Road opportunities with representatives
of the Consulate Generals of Hungary,
Pakistan, Israel and Iran via talks held in
consecutive months since August 2018.

We also put much effort in exploring
the development of the GBA. On 21

February 2019, | was invited to attend the
“Symposium on the Outline Development
Plan for the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area” ( BB A& &
BRABMESET ), co-organised by
the People’s Government of Guangdong
Province, the Government of HKSAR,

and the Government of Macao Special
Administrative Region. On the issue

of mutual recognition of professional
qualifications of engineers in the GBA,

we maintained our dialogues with the
Guangdong Provincial Association for
Science and Technology and held meetings
in both Hong Kong and Guangzhou to
discuss the way forward. With a key focus
on major areas such as innovation and
professional services, the GBA will bring
valuable opportunities to engineers in

the years ahead. We also met with the
Department of Housing and Urban-Rural
Development of Guangdong Province
(ERBEEMIMABEREE ) to explore the
possibility of recognising the qualifications
of Hong Kong construction enterprises and
professionals in the GBA.

As you can see for the length of my report,
this has been a very busy Session indeed,
as both the Institution and our profession
are called upon to navigate these very
challenging times.

® Council for Session 2018/2019

Being the HKIE President has been a
humbling experience given the task at
hand. But thanks to the unwavering support
from Officers, Council Members, members
and the Secretariat of the HKIE, | am

more dedicated than ever to work hand in
hand with all our members for the benefit
and advancement of the Institution, the
engineering profession, and the community.

| believe when engineers combine their
talents, knowledge and creativity, there are
no challenges too difficult to overcome and
no problems too complex to solve.

If we can construct super-tall buildings,
build long bridges over water and create
new land in the sea, surely we can unite to
ensure that our Institution, our profession
and our engineers gain recognition for their
ability to make a difference.

Ir Ringo YU Shek Man
President

® HKEE Connect: Happy Hour Gathering for Young Members
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