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28 February 2024

Security Bureau

10/F, East Wing

Central Government Offices
2 Tim Mei Avenue

Tamar, Hong Kong

Dear Sir/Madam

Views from The Hong Kong Institution of Engineers
on Basic Law Article 23 legislation

On behalf of the Institution, I am pleased to present to you our views and suggestions
as set out in the enclosure for your consideration on the captioned subject.

With our expertise and experience, the Institution welcomes the opportunity to work
with the Government on the area of concern if and when it is needed.

Thank you.

BL/AS/PS/SS

Yours faithfully

~

Ir Peter SI
Director
(for President Ir Dr Barry LEE)
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Enclosure

Views from The Hong Kong Institution of Engineers
to the Security Bureau on Basic Law Article 23 Legislation

The Hong Kong Institution of Engineers (HKIE) fully supports the legislative
proposals regarding Article 23 of the Basic Law to safeguard national security as
promulgated by the Security Bureau of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
(HKSAR) Government on 30 January 2024.

2. As an engineering professional body, the HKIE has consistently strived to make
Hong Kong a better place to live and work for over three quarters of a century. The
“One Country, Two Systems” principle and the common law system are fundamentals
to Hong Kong's continued success. The HKIE fully supports enhancement of Hong
Kong's legal system and enforcement mechanisms to safeguard national security,
ensures the steadfast and successful implementation of “One Country, Two Systems”,
thereby maintaining Hong Kong's long-term prosperity and stability. It should also be
noted that the HKSAR is not unique among governments in making legislative
proposals involving national security. Legislations of an analogous nature are
commonly enacted in many developed countries worldwide and, for all practical
purposes, essential constituents in their legal systems.

3. The HKSAR has a constitutional duty to legislate for national security through
Article 23 of the Basic Law. However, the enactment work has been suspended for
over 20 years since the handover. The HKIE believes that completing the Article 23
legislative work as early as possible will resolve the longstanding issues that have
plagued Hong Kong. This, in turn, will enable the city to refocus on boosting the
economy and improving people’s livelihood and quality of life.

4. National security is the cornerstone of a state's development. Hong Kong, as an
international city and a global hub for finance, transport, trade, aviation, innovation and
technology, and professional services, must maintain a stable social environment to
encourage businesses to invest confidently, attract talents, and enable different sectors
to thrive. Safeguarding national security through Article 23 legislation allows Hong
Kong to continue leveraging its competitive advantages, contributing to the country’s
high-quality development and "dual circulation" as set out in the National 14th Five-
Year Plan. Furthermore, it positions Hong Kong to seize opportunities presented by the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA) and the "Belt and Road
Initiative", integrating into the country's overall development.

5. Technology is evolving rapidly, and new security threats may arise with
economic and technological development. As stated in the Article 23 consultation paper,
it is common for countries around the globe to legislate national security laws to address
various anticipated threats that may emerge in the future. The HKIE agrees that Article
23 adopts a holistic view of national security, which aligns with our country's national
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security law and safeguards non-traditional security fields, including but not limited to
artificial intelligence security, cyber security, and data security.

6. While society may need some time to understand and digest the legislative
proposal, the HKIE suggests the Government to proactively reach out to various
stakeholders and exchange views with different sectors to enlist their support for
legislation.

7. Safeguarding national security is the joint responsibility of every individual.
The HKIE firmly supports the legislation proposal to ensure Hong Kong's long-term
prosperity, stability, and citizens’ well-being. We look forward to Hong Kong’s entry
into a new stage and embrace a better future.
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