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REVITALIZATION OF 

YIM TIN TSAI鹽田梓

SAI KUNG

HONG KONG SAR  

CHINA

Saint Joseph’s Chapel 
(Award of Merit 2005)

Revitalization of Saltplans 
(Award of Distinction 2015)
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Yim Tin Tsai island (circled in red) in relation to Kowloon Peninsula and 

New Territories
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Aerial photo of Yim Tin Tsai Island in 1990s. 

The red arrows show St. Joseph’s Chapel & Saltplans
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Panorama view of the Inner Port Shelter of Sai Kung region

5



Aerial photo of Sai Kung Region including Yim Tin Tsai 

Island back to 1924
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The family-tree of the Chan’s clan of Yim Tin Tsai
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A photograph of a Chan’s family at Yim Tin Tsai in 1922. 

The baby at the 3rd right was the father of Rev. Dominic Chan, V.G.
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The portrait of St. Josef Freinademetz, who preached at Yim Tin 

Tsai between 1879 and 1880
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Location plan showing the sites of cultural 

significance on Yim Tin Tsai Island
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Identification plan of the tombs of Chan’s clan in 

Yim Tin Tsai and Kau Sai Chau
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Cemetery at the hill top of Yim Tin Tsai Island

Close-up view of tombs for the ancestors of the Chan’s clan
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Iron-cast cruxifix on top of a tomb stone in the cemetery
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The collapsed wall suspected to be the rear facade of the old  St. Joseph’s 

Chapel
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Close-up of the window frame of the rear wall of the ruined chapel

Partition wall between the sacristy and the main hall
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Another view of the partition wall 

St. Joseph’s Chapel
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Mold found at the damp corner of the roof

Wearing off of plastering
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Exposure of the structure as the protective finishing worn off

Defects found at the external wall of the front façade of the Chapel
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Bamboo scaffolding erected prior to the repair and renovation works

Defects found at the external wall of the front façade of the Chapel
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Bamboo scaffolding erected in the interior of the Chapel
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Waterproofing work to roof in progress

Repair of floor finishings, in the stage of colour scheming
27



The stone parapet at the courtyard of the Chapel
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Stones of the parapet were collected locally from the coast around the Island
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Front elevation of the Chapel before renovation 
Dirts, cracks, paint wear-offs and graffiti were found. Wild vegetation grew over the main entrance.

Front elevation after renovation 30



Rear elevation before renovation

Rear elevation after renovation
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North-Western elevation of the Chapel before renovation

North-Western elevation of the Chapel after renovation
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Roof before renovation

Roof after renovation 33



Side door at South-Eastern elevation before renovation

Side door at South-Eastern elevation replaced by timber door of period
design after renovation 34



The colour glass window before repair: 
glazing were damaged by BB gun bullets due to 

unauthorized war games around the area

Colour glass window after repair: 
the motif of the colour glass is retained, so as the 

atmosphere  of the interior of the Chapel. The 

mosquito mesh fixed on the exterior of the 

windows prevent mosquitos from disturbing the 

worshippers inside; as well as a protection from 

BB gun bullets.
35



Chapel interior before renovation

Chapel interior after renovation
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Soffit of the roof before renovation

Soffit of the roof after renovation 37



Sacristry before renovation was full of defects

Sacristy improved to become a pleasant apace after renovation 
works with facilities such as pantry and toilets for preparation of Mass 
and meeting space 38



Priest’s dormitory at mezzanine floor before renovation

Priest’s dormitory after renovation with furnitures for occasional over-
night stays of priests for retreats 39



Parapet wall to the courtyard of the Chapel before repair

Parapet wall after repair 40



Basketball court before renovation

Basketball court after renovation
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Pilgrimage tours to St. Joseph’s Chapel become popular after its restoration
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Celebration of first Mass and rehabilitation ceremony on 2 May 2004
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The alter table salvaged from St. Teresa’s Church for re-use in St. Joseph’s 

Chapel

The relic of Saints embedded inside the alter table below the marble 

plate
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Pilgrimage tours to St. Joseph’s Chapel become popular after its restoration
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Pilgrimage tours to St. Joseph’s Chapel become popular after its restoration

Pilgrimage tours to St. Joseph’s Chapel become popular after its restoration
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The abandoned Ching Po School before renovation

Ching Po School after renovation for uses as a local folklore museum 

to be operated by the villagers in future 47



Movable relics for display in Ching Po School

Movable relics for display in Ching Po School
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UNESCO Asia-Pacific Award (2005) 
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My Dream 2008 

“Revitalization of Saltpans” 
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Why Salt?

In the Ching Dynasty:

a)鹽吏
b)Commodity 商品
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Salt fields at Yim Tin Tsai, Sai Kung about 

1905 (Hand drawing by Dr. Patrick Hase)
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Illustration of salt making process from “The Art of Making Things” (天工開物) ,

edited by Ying-Xing Song (宋應星) in Ming Dynasty (1368-1644A.D.)
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 Visit to 汕尾

 Visit to 台南

 Search on Websites
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Founded in 2011

Salt & Light Preservation Centre Ltd 

(鹽光保育中心有限公司)
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Tender Let out in 2012 

Award in early in 2013

Ground Breaking in April 2013
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The salt fields, once the main livelihood of the villagers, are now 

abandoned and invaded by wild vegetation
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Timber planks on the access path to various locations of the salt fields

Another view of the salt field
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Details of the sluice gates of the salt fields, a device to trap sea water in the salt field 
during the transitions of high and low tide for salt-making
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UNESCO Asia-Pacific Award (2015) 
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2015 Award Ceremony
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Mangrove along the coast of Yim Tin Tsai is 

important to the natural eco-system in Hong 

Kong
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The size of the mangrove at Yim Tin Tsai is growing progressively; 

such growth ensures the sustainability of greenery and the natural 

environment of the Island
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Plantings at Yim Tin Tsai which bear seeds used as beads for 

making the rosary
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Thank You
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Sustainability 

& 

Way Forward
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Yim Tin Tsai Christmas Mini 

Concert 

26/12/2017 & 

26/12/2018  (26/12/2019)
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Yim Tin Tsai Christmas Mini 

Concert 

26/12/2017 & 

26/12/2018  (26/12/2019)
71



Cultural Heritage Promotion for 

YTT in Guangzhou
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My Dream 2016/2017

“Art Festival”
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Proposal in 2017 to HKSAR 

Government

Funding Approval in 2018

74



Art Festival (2019-2021)  
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THE END
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