




FROM                       TO METROPOLIS; 
TO GREENER, SMARTER & HAPPIER
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President, HKIE

BARREN ROCK



1842 Nanking Treaty

1860 Peking Treaty

1898 2nd Peking Treaty

BARREN ROCK
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EARLY SETTLEMENT
Only 82 sqkm Usable lowland only 3% 

Pottinger St, Central
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First reclamation in 1852-59 : Bonham Strand 

EARLY SETTLEMENT
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KOWLOON & NEW TERRITORIES
TsimSha Tsui

Kowloon Tong



POST-WAR

Population:

Pre-war 0.8M to 1.6M in 
1941, then drop to 0.6M.

Post-war ðnewgrowth

GROWTH IN HONG KONG
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GROWTH IN HONG KONG
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GROWTH IN HONG KONG
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1950S -1960S
REBUILDING FROM 
RUIN
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EARLY DAYS

SquattersWater Shortage
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1st Reservoir Last Reservoir

WATERSUPPLY
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WATERSUPPLY

ConcealedAqueduct DongjiangWater
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HOUSING

1954 ShekKip Mei Estate1953 Xmas Fire



16

LAND DEVELOPMENT & RECLAMATION
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SATELLITE TOWNS

50õs ð70õs Kwun Tong, 1st Satellite TownKai Tak Airport
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SATELLITE TOWNS

Industrial UsesTsuen Wan Satellite Town
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FROM BORROWING TO RECLAMATION
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INDUSTRIES
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SOCIAL INSTABILITY 



1970S TO NOW -
THE ROAD TO A 
MODERN METROPOLIS

Huge Invest ð

Shifted from Water 

Supply to Land, Housing 

and Transportationé



v
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MODERN NEW TOWNS

1st - Tsuen Wan, Shatin and TuenMun

2nd - Tai Po, Fanling& Sheung Shui

3rdðTKO, Tin Shui Wai & Tung Chung

70õs - 1st 10-Year Housing Programme; to house 1.8M Pop. 

In last 4 decades, build 9 New Towns housing 3.5M Pop 

and provide Solution Space for Economic Growth
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SELF-SUSTAININGNEW TOWNS
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EVOLUTION OF AIRPORT

Old Kai Tak Airport
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MEGA TERMINAL FOR CLK AIRPORT

ChekLap Kok Airport
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3RS FOR CLK AIRPORT

3 Runway System
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MODERN 
TRANSPORTATION 
PROJECTS

HK ðZhuhai ðMacao Bridge

Central ðWanchaiBypassHigh Speed Rail



Residential

Utilities

Commercial

Amenity
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OTHER LANDMARK 
FACILITIES
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EVOLUTION OF HIGHWAYS AND RAILWAYS
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SHENZHEN SPECIAL ECONOMIC 

ZONE

HONG KONGLANTAU ISLAND

LO WU

HIGHWAY (PRE-1970S)
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SHENZHEN SPECIAL ECONOMIC 

ZONE

HONG KONG
LANTAU ISLAND

LO WU

HIGHWAY (1970S TO 1980S)

1st Tunnel in HK ðLRT open in 1967

1st XHT open in 1972 and is also the 

1st PPP infrastructure project
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SHENZHEN SPECIAL ECONOMIC 

ZONE

HONG KONG
LANTAU ISLAND

LO WU

HIGHWAY (1990S)

New Technologies and Records 

TMB 1,377m, longest combined road 

and railway suspension bridge

1st D-3 lane tunnel. 

worldõs1st major 4-span cable-

stayed bridge.

WHC

TKB



SHENZHEN SPECIAL ECONOMIC 

ZONE

HONG KONG
LANTAU ISLAND

LO WU
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HIGHWAY (2000S)

1st Co-location of CIQ in 2007 

at SBB border

SCBð1,018m, 3rd longest CSB 

in world



SHENZHEN SPECIAL ECONOMIC 

ZONE

HONG KONG
LANTAU ISLAND

LO WU
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HIGHWAY (2010S TO NOW)

longest sea crossing.  1st fully 

non-dredge reclamation in HK

1st built by temp reclamation.

1st Air Purification System

1st TBM subsea tunnel built 

under 6 bar.  Largest dia 17.6m

1st 690 steel bridge in Ð shape

HZMB

CWB 

TMLKL 

CBL 
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SHENZHEN SPECIAL ECONOMIC 

ZONE

HONG KONGLANTAU ISLAND

LO WU

East Rail

(35km)

RAILWAY (PRE-1970S)



SHENZHEN SPECIAL ECONOMIC 

ZONE

HONG KONG
LANTAU ISLAND

LO WU
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RAILWAY (1970S ð1980S)

Light Rail

(36km)

MTR

(57km)

East Rail

Electrication

(35km)

double track and E-fied

1st open KTL in 1979.  Using 

Railway + Property model to 

finance construction.  Rnak

leader in urban mobility with 

99.9% punctuality

open in 1988

KCR

MTR

LRT



SHENZHEN SPECIAL ECONOMIC 

ZONE

HONG KONG
LANTAU ISLAND

LO WU
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RAILWAY (1990S)

Airport Railway

(34km)
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RAILWAY (2000S)
SHENZHEN SPECIAL ECONOMIC 

ZONE

HONG KONG
LANTAU ISLAND

LO WU
Lok Ma Chau 

Spur Line

(7.4km)

West Rail 

(30.5km)
Ma On Shan Line 

(11.4km)

TKO Line 

(12.3km)

East Rail Extension 

(2.4km)
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RAILWAY (2010 TO NOW)
SHENZHEN SPECIAL ECONOMIC 

ZONE

HONG KONG
LANTAU ISLAND

LO WU

Shatin ïCentral 

Link (17km)

South Island 

Line (7km)

West Island 

Line (3km)

Express Rail 

Link (26km)

Kwun Tung Line 

Extn (2.6km)

HSR to SZ

Connect to 20K km HSR network in 

mainland

WK Terminus ð2nd Co-location CIQ
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FINANCIAL HUB
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EVOLUTION OF CENTRAL



Asiaõs World MetropolisAsiaõs World Metropolis



FROM METROPOLIS TO 
GREENER, SMARTER 
AND HAPPIER


